[The relationship between tumor necrosis factor and glomerular mesangial cells].
To study the autocrine function of tumor necrosis factor (TNF) in glomerular mesangial cells (MC) and the action of TNF on MC. Cultured rat and human MC were studied by RT-PCR, in situ hybridization and immunohistochemical methods. The expression of both TNF and TNF receptor mRNA and protein synthesis in MC were manifested. (1) MC is the target cell for TNF, MC have specific cell surface receptor to TNF. (2) TNF acts on MC through both autocrine and paracrine mechanism.